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Michael Goffin, Canadian Co-chair 
International Rainy Lake of the Woods 
Watershed Board 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
4905 Dufferin Street, Toronto ON 
michael.goffin@canada.ca 

 
Colonel Samuel L. Calkins, U.S. Co-chair 
International Rainy Lake of the Woods 
Watershed Board 
180 5th St E #700, St Paul, MN 
St. Paul District Corps of Engineers 
Samuel.L.Calkins@usace.army.mil

 
Dear Board Co-chairs: 

 
On July 26th, 2016 the commission received the attached letter from Global Affairs Canada and 

the Department of State conveying the governments’ decision to address water quality issues in the 
Lake of the Woods basin through the development and implementation of a binational science plan 
for the basin supported by state, provincial and federal agencies.  We understand that governments 
used our Plan of Study as a basis for drafting the Binational Science Plan, but the commission was 
not consulted during its development. 

 
In their correspondence, the governments further indicate that Environment and Climate Change 

Canada will undertake the Canadian portion of the binational science plan while the U.S. portion 
will be led and coordinated by the State of Minnesota in consultation with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Region 5.  

 
While the letter from governments indicates that the binational science plan will yield 

information of relevance to phosphorus reduction and toxic and nuisance algae in the Lake of the 
Woods, the letter does not specify if or how other water quality issues identified by the commission 
in its January 2015 report to governments will be addressed.  

 
You will note that the governments indicate that they would like to work closely with the 

commission to further define the role for the commission, suggesting that this role could include 
stakeholder engagement and consultation processes to help governments achieve their goals for the 
Lake of the Woods.  The commission is interested in early and continued discussions with the board 
as the commission considers what the role of the commission and the board might be in support of 
the plan. 
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As the Board will be holding its Public Meetings on August 10th in Kenora, Ontario we would 

strongly encourage you to invite representatives from governments, including the agencies involved 
in the development and implementation of the binational science plan, to address the public during  
the scheduled update on the status of the Lake of the Woods Water Quality Plan of Study.  We also 
believe that these representatives should address the Board during the scheduled meeting with 
Resource Management Agencies.  The commission was not involved in the preparation of the plan, 
nor has it had an opportunity to review the plan, and as such the commission is not in a position to 
provide an update. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

    
 
Camille Mageau 
Secretary, Canadian Section 

 
Charles A. Lawson 
Secretary, U. S. Section 
 

 
Attachment: July 26th, 2016 letter from governments 
 
Cc:   Daniel Rokitnicki-Wojcik, Canadian Secretary, IRLWWB 

Scott Jutila, U.S. Secretary, IRLWWB 
Christopher Sandrolini, Director, Canadian Affairs, U.S. Department of State 
Christopher Wilkie, Director, U.S. Transboundary Affairs, Global Affairs Canada 

 
 
 



••• GI bal Affairs
Canada

July 26. 2016

mmi ioner ordon Walker
anadian ection

International Joint omml sian
22nd rloor, 234 Lauri r ve We I

ttawa, KIP 6K6

Commis ioner Lana Pollack
. . ection

International Joint mmi ion
2000L l. W, uite615

Washington D. . 20036

Dear ommis ioner Walker and ommi Ion r Pollack.

n behalf of th Go emment f anada and the a emment of th United tale. e •• ould lik
to ex pre our appr ciati n for th ommi sian' r p rt: Wat r Qualit Plan of tudy for th
Lake of the Wood asin. We er plea d to r cei e the ommi ion's ad ice and
recommendation transmitted to 0 ernment in January 20 IS.

anada and the nited tate ha careful I re iewed the recommendation pro ided by the
ommi ion. Ba ed n thi r iew, anada and the niled tate ha e d cided that the preferred

approach to addre sing at r qualit i ue in the basin is for go emments-including the tate
and pro inc -to develop and impl ment a binational cien e plan for the ba in. Th
go ernm nt reached thi conclu ion in part due to the significant ng ing in e tment b th

tate ofMinne ota in cientific tud in it hare fthe ba in.

The funding announced in the Canadian 2016 Budget regarding the r span to the Lake orthe
Wood Plan f tud i to be pro id d to Envir nm nt and limate hang anada ( ) t
undertake the anadian portion f this binational cience plan. The .. portion of the plan i to
b led and coordinated b th tate of Minne ota. in clo con ultation \ ith the U. .
"nvironmental Pr tection g nc R gion 5 office. We ar onfid nt that a binational ci n e
plan will nabl the anadian and .. go ernm nts to det rmine the phosphorou reduction
required to addrc toxic and nui ance algae in the Lak of the Woods.

Through this binational approach Lake of the Wood re ident will benefit from nutri nt
m nitoring and trans-juri dictional oordination and collaboration on cience Ir ad und rway.
Th ci nee undertakcn for Lake f the Wood ill contribut t a larger body of re earch that
could benefit th e beyond this Ba in.

In addition, given the important relation hip the ommi si n ha built ith takeh Ider in th
ba in. we rec gnize that the olTlmi sion ha a aluabl role to play in helping go emm nt
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their goals for the ake of the Wood. We would lik
the r Ie for the ommi i n, including with r pect to

con ultation proce es to help achie e ur goal .

Th government great) alu the ork of the IJ ,both a an ad isor and a an important
ontributor to the management oftransb undar ater ius. W look tI r ard to di cu sing the

rol ofth ommi ion in lh g mment' ork in the Lake of the Wood Ba in.

incerel .

hristoph r Wilkie
Director. .. Tran boundar ffair Di IOn

lobal anada

n
Director. anadian ffair

niled tate Department of tate

M. amille Mageau
Mr. huck Lawson.

ecretary. anadian ection, International Joint ommi ion
cretar mencan ction International Joint ommi ion
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