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Welcome to the 2023 TAP Report Release 
and News Conference 

Sandra Svoboda
Public Affairs Specialist

Great Lakes Regional 
Office
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Get the TAP Report

2023
Third Triennial
Assessment 
of Progress
on Great Lakes
Water Quality

4

• Available to download at IJC.org/2023-TAP-Report

https://www.ijc.org/en/2023-TAP-Report


2023
Third Triennial
Assessment 
of Progress
on Great Lakes
Water Quality

Today's Agenda

• Background about the International Joint Commission

• Mandates of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement

• 2023 TAP Recommendations

• Question-and-Answer Session​

• Event will be recorded and shared.
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How to Be Part of Today's Event – And 
Beyond

• Use the Q&A in Zoom to enter questions​ during live event.

• Also broadcasting on the: ​
• IJC Facebook
• IJC YouTube Channel​
• IJC Website - ijc.org​

• Email questions to: TAP-ETP@ijc.org

• Connect with us!
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IJC Commissioners 

Henry Lickers
Canadian Commissioner

Merrell-Ann Phare
Canadian Commissioner

Gerald Acker
US Co-Chair 

Lance Yohe
US Commissioner

Robert Sisson
US Commissioner
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Recommendations

1
The Commission recommends 
that the Parties collaborate 
with First Nations, Métis and 
Tribal governments as active 
partners in the Parties’ 
Agreement review process and 
in any subsequent processes 
to change or amend the 
Agreement. 

2
The Commission recommends 
that the Parties, in 
collaboration with all levels of 
governments, regional 
watershed authorities and 
others as appropriate, with 
transparent and accountable 
performance metrics and 
assessment processes, to be 
included in each of the Annex 2 
Lakewide Action and 
Management Plans as they are 
developed.

3
The Commission recommends 
the Parties support and 
actively participate in the 
Great Lakes Science Advisory 
Board’s collaborative process 
to develop a 10-year Great 
Lakes Science Plan. 
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“
Commissioner Gerald Acker

The work you’re seeing represented in this TAP report has origins 
going back more than 50 years when the Great Lakes Water 
Quality Agreement was signed.
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International Joint Commission
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Canada-US Boundary Waters
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Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement
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Established 1972

Most recently updated 2012
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The IJC’s Great Lakes Regional Office
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And GLRO Staff

Great 
Lakes 

Advisory 
Boards

Water Quality 
Board (WQB)

GLWQA 
Article 8.2

Health 
Professionals 

Advisory 
Board (HPAB)

Science 
Advisory Board 

(SAB)
GLWQA Article 

8.4
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Available at IJC.org/2023-TAP-Report
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Board insights 
Comments from the public 
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https://www.ijc.org/en/2023-TAP-Report
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TAP Section 3.3

PROGRESS UPDATE: 

Achieving the Agreement’s 
Water Quality Objectives
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that the Parties, in 
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included in each of the Annex 2 
Lakewide Action and 
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Great Lakes Science Advisory 
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to develop a 10-year Great 
Lakes Science Plan. 
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Traditional Ecological Knowledge
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“
““We call this knowledge the Indigenous ways of knowing … and we 

have identified opportunities for the two governments to expand the 
development of more culturally relevant policies and programs that 
are part of the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement.”
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Climate Resiliency
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“
““This recommendation is calling for the federal governments’ 

continued investment and resource commitments to support 
coordination between multiple levels of government toward 
climate resiliency and adaptation.”
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Great Lakes Science Plan
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“
““The knowledge that a 10-year science plan will create will help 

identify, protect against, recover from, predict and avoid threats 
that damage the ecosystems and communities in the Great 
Lakes.”
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Recommendations

1
The Commission recommends 
that the Parties collaborate 
with First Nations, Métis and 
Tribal governments as active 
partners in the Parties’ 
Agreement review process and 
in any subsequent processes 
to change or amend the 
Agreement. 

2
The Commission recommends 
that the Parties, in 
collaboration with all levels of 
governments, regional 
watershed authorities and 
others as appropriate, with 
transparent and accountable 
performance metrics and 
assessment processes, to be 
included in each of the Annex 2 
Lakewide Action and 
Management Plans as they are 
developed.

3
The Commission recommends 
the Parties support and 
actively participate in the 
Great Lakes Science Advisory 
Board’s collaborative process 
to develop a 10-year Great 
Lakes Science Plan. 
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GLRO Director Heather Stirratt
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Questions and Answers

• Use the Q&A in Zoom to enter questions​ during live event.

• Post your question in the Facebook comments of the live event.

• After event, email questions to: TAP-ETP@ijc.org
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Conclusion

• Facebook
• Instagram
• LinkedIn
• Twitter/X

• Shared Waters newsletter
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The broadcast has ended.
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