
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  STATE 

Washington. D C 20520 

June 26, 

Dear Mr. Bullard: 

I have the honor to inform you that the 
of Canada and the United States of America h 
pursuant to Article IX of the Bou'ndary Waters Treaty of 
1909, to request the International Joint Commission to - 
examine into and report upon-the state of air quality in 
the Detroit/Windsor and Port Huron/Sarnia areas and on 
measures being undertaken for its improvement. 

The Governments of Canada and the United States have 
jointly reviewed the Report and Recommendations of the 
International Joint Commission regarding transboundary 
air pollution in the Detroit/Windsor and Port Huron/Sarnia 
areas along the international bound.sry. The Governments 
note that significant progress is being made to remedy 
the serious problems identified in the Commission's Report, 
and to improve ambient air quality in these areas. They 
further note that firm commitments have been made by 
Federal, State and Provincial authorities to achieve air 
quality compatible with the air quality objectives pro- 
posed by the Commission in its Report. With regard to 
the Province of Ontario and the State of Michigan, the 
Commission's attention is specifically directed toward 
the Memorandum of Understanding signed on November 21, 1974 
between Premier Davis of Ontario and Governor Milliken 
of Michigan, a copy of which is annexed to this reference. 

Both the Government of Canada and the Government of 
the United States, with the full concurrence and support 
of the Governments of the Province of Ontario and the 
S t a t e  of Michigan, believe that these efforts to reduce 
the problem of transboundary air pollution should be 
regularly reviewed to assure that meaningful improvement 
occurs and continues to occur. 

Accordingly, the Commission is specifically requested, 
on a continuing basis, to examine into and report upon 

Mr. William A. Bullard, 
Executive Secretary, 

International Joint Commission, 
Room 203, 1717 H Street, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. 20440 .  
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the state of air quality in the Detroit/Windsor and 
Port Huron/Sarnia areas, and, with particular regard 
to the Michigan/Ontario Memorandum of Understanding, 
on the measures undertaken to improve such air quality. 
Examinations shall be undertaken and reports to Govern- 
ments submitted at any time the Commission may deem 
necessary but no less frequently than annually. The 
Commission may make such reports public. 
may report and make recommendations on the following 
matters: 

The Commission 

1. Ambient air quality trends for 
sulphur dioxide, total suspended particulates 
and odors. 

2. Emissions of sulphur dioxide, total 
suspended particulates, and odors. The 
Commission may wish to report-upon the 
effectiveness of enforcement activities 
directed at reducing the amount of pollution 
emitted by particular sources. 

3 .  The extent and adequacy of surveillance 
of air quality, and the adequacy of steps taken 
by Governments and by private interests to pre- 
vent, abate and control air pollution. Particu- 
lar reference should be made to the extent of 
coinpliance with ambient air quality objectives 
established by affected Federal, State and Pro- 
vincial Governments, and to the enforcement 
activities undertaken by such Governments to 
reduce the incidence of pollution, 

4. The steps taken by affected levels of 
Governments to prepare for, and to respond to, 
pollution incidents. The Commission should 
consider the adequacy of measures taken to 
respond to such incidents. 

air quality data and reports of progress of 
compliance with abatement schedules, and 
special problems and other matters which may 
arise from time to time in implementing the 
integrated plan outlined in the Michigan/ 
Ontario Memorandum of Understanding. 

5. The adequacy of regular exchanges of 
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To permit the Commission to prepare its reports, 
the Commission may request from the Governments con- 
cerned status reports providing complete information 
on their monitoring and surveillance activities, their 
compliance schedules and the implementation of such 
schedules, their enforcement actions, and their con- 
tingency plan activities. 

I 

A similar request is being transmitted to the 
International Joint Commission by the Government of 
Canada. 

Sincerely yours, 

Richard D. Vine 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Canadian Affairs 
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\EiE?.?EXS, t h e  Governor or' t h 2  S t a t e  oE Nichigan 

of t h e  Gn i red  S c a t e s  oE Azerica and the ? r e n i e r  of t k  

P r o v i n c e  o f  O n t a r i o ,  Canada: 

A r e  D e t e m i n e d  t o  r e s t o r a  a i r  quality a long  

the boundary i n  rhe D e t r o i t  and St. Clair River area; 

Have a c c e p t e d  and developed  control programs 

f o r  the i q r o v e n e n t  of air qual i ty  i n  their respective 

j u r i s d i c t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  toward a c h i e v i n g  a i r  q u a l i t y  

s t a n d a r d s  for the p r o t e c t i o n  of p u b l i c  health, .welfare 

. and p r o p e r t y ;  

Are intent upon a c c e l e r a t i n g  c o n t r o l  programs 

for the i q r o v e n e n t  of  a i r  q u a l i t y  impai red  by existing 

sources of air  pollution i n  t he  D e t r o i t  and St. Clair 

River area; 

Are d a s i r o u s  of a s s u r i n g  c o o p e r a t i o n  t o  prevent 

the creation of new sources of t ransboundary  a i r  pollution; 

Have a c c e p t e d  the 1 9 7 3  r e p o r t  on  "An I n t e g r a t e d  

Coopzrarive Air P o l l u t i o n  Con t ro l  Program" as p r e p a r e d  by 

t h e  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  a g e n c i e s  of  t he  S t a t e  o f  Etichigan, 
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. (Xichigan)  H e a l t h  D??art=iat, and th; P r o v i n c s  o f  O n c a r i o ;  

Have accepzed ~3.2 proposa l  t o  F m g l e n m t  c o n p a t i b l e  

p r o g r a m  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  rzcomend2d by t h e  

International J o i n t  C o z d s s i o n ;  

Have requested rhe Goverment of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

and t h e  Governnent of  Canada co request the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

, 

5 
I Joint C o m i s s i o n  t o  assma r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  Eoni tor ing  i 

p r o g r e s s  of inplementing programs f o r  the c o n t r o l  of a i r  

pollution tn the t r a n s b o m d a r y  area; 

I .  

THEREFORE, we, t / i l l i a n  C. Pt i i l i km,  Coverzor  of 

' the State of f i c h i g a n ,  and W i l l i a n  G .  Davis, Prenier  of t h e  

Province of' O n t a r i o ,  he reby  p l e d g e  o u r  cooperation i n  i n p l e -  

menting air p o l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l  p r o g r u s  t o  ach ieve  co inpl iance  

with t h e  a i r  quality o h j e c t i v e s  r ecomended  by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
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, Joint: Comission. Un les s  otherwise agreed, these c o n t r o l  

p rog ram and other n e a s u r 2 s  s h a l l  b e  completed by  December 31,, . .  

1978. The p r o g r m s  s h a l l  include: 

1) C o n t r o l s  over  p o i n t  s o u r c e s  o f  p o l l u t i o n  

i n c l u d i n g  s u r v z i l l a n c e  o f  marine sources,  

2) f l o n i t o r i n g  and surveillznce 02 air q u a l i t y ,  I 
I 
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3) ; f a i n t e n a x e  of j o i n t  ?rcczc!cres For a c t i o n  

t o  c o n t r o l  3 2 4  ? r e v s n :  ?? i sodes  of air 

p o l l u t i o n  which  nay b;! o3servsd or p r e d i c t e d ,  . .  

and 

4 )  R e g u l a r  excfianga oE a i r  q u a l i t y  d a t a  and 

reports  of progres s  of  compliance w i t h  abate- 

ment schedu les ,  s p e c i a l  problezts and o t h e r  

matters which nay a r i s z  from tina t o  t h e  

in inplemznting th2 i n t e g r a t e d  p l a n .  

DATE William G. Kif l iken  
f o r  the-Srate of Mchigan 

DATE W i l l i a  G. Davis 
f o r  the Province of Ontario 




