
OTTAWA K l A  OG2 

July 8, 1975 

Dear M r ,  Chance, 

Canada and the United States  of America have agreed, pursuant t o  
Art ic le  I X  of the Boundary liaters Treaty of 1909, t o  request t he  
International Joint Commission t o  examine i n t o  and report upon the  
s t a t e  of a i r  qual i ty  in t h e  Detroit-Windsor and Port Huron-Sarnia 
areas and on measures being undertaken f o r  i t s  improvement. 

jointly reviewed the  Report and Recommendations of t he  International 
Joint Commission regarding transboundary a i r  pollution i n  the  
Detroit-Windsor and Port Huron-Sarnia areas along the  internat ional  
boundary, The Governments note tha t  s ignif icant  progress i s  being 
made t o  remedy the  serious problems ident i f ied  in t he  C o d s s i o n ' s  
Report, and t o  improve ambient a i r  qual i ty  in these areas. 
fur ther  note t h a t  firm commitments have been made by Federal, State 
and Provincial au thor i t ies  t o  achieve a i r  qua l i ty  compatible with 
the  air quality objectives proposed by the Commission i n  i t s  Report, 
With regard t o  the  Province of Ontario and the  S ta te  of Michigan, 
the  Commission's a t tent ion i s  specif ical ly  directed toward the  
Memorandum of Understanding signed on November 21, 1974, between 
Premier Davis of Ontario and Governor Milliken of Michigan, a copy 
of which i s  annexed t o  this reference, 

I have the  honour t o  inform you t h a t  t h e  Governments of 

The Governments of Canada and the  United States have 

They 

i 
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Both 
United St a t  es 

the  Government of Canada and t h e  Government of t h e  
with the ful l  concurrence and support of the Govern- 

ments of t he  hovlnce of Ontario and the  S ta te  of Michigan, believe 
t h a t  these e f for t s  t o  reduce the  problem of transboundary air 
pollution should be regularly reviewed t o  assure t ha t  meaningful 
improvement occurs and continues t o  occur. 

Accordingly, the Commission i s  specif ical ly  requested, on 
a continuing basis, t o  examine in to  and report  upon the  s t a t e  of 
air qual i ty  i n  the Detroit-Wndsor and Por t  HuronSarnia areas, and, 
with par t icular  regard t o  the Michigan-Ontario Memorandum of Under  
standing, on the  measures undertaken t o  improve such air quality, 
kanina t ions  sha l l  be undertaken and reports t o  Governments submitted 
at  anyt ime the  Commission m a y  deem necessary, but no less frequently 
than annually. The Commission may make such reports public, The 
Commission may report and make recommendations on the  following 
matters : 

1, 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Ambient air quality trends f o r  sulphur dioldde, total, 
suspended particulates and odors. 

Emissions of sulphur dioxide, t o t a l  suspended particulates, 
and odors. The Commission may wlsh t o  report  upon the  
effectiveness of enforcement a c t i v i t i e s  directed at 
reducing the  amount of pollution emitted by par t icular  
sources. 
The extent end adequacy of surveillance of air quality, 
and the adequacy of steps taken by Governments and by 
private in te res t s  t o  prevent, abate and control air 
pollution. 
extent of compliance with ambient air qual i ty  objectives 
established by affected Federal, S ta te  and Provincial 
Governments, and t o  the enforcement activities undertaken 
by such Governments t o  reduce t h e  incidence of pgllution, 
The steps taken by affected l eve l s  of Governments t o  
prepare for ,  and t o  respond t o ,  pollution incidents. The 
Connnission should consider the  adequacy of measures taken 
t o  respond t o  such incidents. 
The adequacy of r e m a r  exchanges of air quality data  and 
reports of progress of compliance with abatement schedules 
and special problems, and other matters which m a y  arise 
from time t o  time i n  implementing the  integrated plan 
outlined i n  the %chigan-htario Memorandum of Understanding, 

Particular reference should be made t o  the  

__ - _ _  _ _ _ _  - _. ___ - __. _._ ___ ._ _ _  - 
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To permit the  Commission t o  prepare i t s  reports, t he  
Commission m a y  request from the  Governments concerned, s ta tus  reports 
providing complete information on t h e i r  monitoring and surveillance 
ac t iv i t i e s ,  t h e i r  compliance schedules ard t he  implementation of 
such schedules, t h e i r  enforcement actions, and t h e i r  contingency 
plan act ivi t ies .  

A similar request is being transmitted t o  the  International 
Joint Commission by the  Government o f  t he  United States. 

! 





NilDEAS, t h e  Governor of t h e  S ta t e  of Michigan of the 
United S ta t e s  of America and the  Premier of t he  Province of 
O n t a i o ,  Canada: 

A r e  determined t o  res tore  air qual i ty  along the  boundary 

in the Detro i t  and. St. C l a i r  River area; 

Hwe accepted and developed control programs for t h e  

improvement of air qual i ty  in t h e i r  respective jur i sd ic t ions  

directed toward achieving air quality standards f o r  the protection 
of public health, welfare aid property; 

A r c  i n t ex t  upon accelerating control programs f o r  t h e  

improvernext of air qual i ty  impaired by exis t ing source~j  of air 
pollution i n  the Detroit and St-  C l a i r  River area; 

Are desirous of assuring cooperation t o  prevent the  

creation of new sources of transboundary air pollution; 

Have accepted the  1773 report on "An Integrated Cooperative 

/I Air Pollution Control Program" as prepared by t h e  air pollution 

control  acencies of  t h e  S ta te  o f  Michigan, t he  A i r  Pollution Control 

Division of t h e  Wayrie County (Michigan) Health Department, and t h e  
Province of Ontario; 
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Have accepted t h e  proposal t o  implement compatible 

prograqs consistent with the  objectives recommended by t h e  

Internat ional  Joint  Conmission; 

-7 

Have requested the  Government of t he  United S ta t e s  and 
t h e  Government of Canada t o  request the  Internat ional  Joint 
Commission t o  assume responsibi l i ty  f o r  monitoring progress of 
implenenting programs f o r  t h e  control  of air pollution in the  

transboundmy area; 

Ti-Wmm, we, Wil l iam G. MiUiken, Governor of t he  S t a t e  

of Michigan, and \iiUiam G. Davis, Premier of the Province of 
Ontario, hereby pledge OUT cooperation i n  implementing air pollution 
control programs t o  achieve compliance with the air quality 
objectives recommended by t h e  International Joint  Conmission. 
Unless otherwise agreed, these control programs and 0th- Qr measures 

c 
shall. be completed by December 31, 1978. The programs s h a l l  i;' 
include : 

1) 

2) 

3 )  

4) 

Controls over point sources of pol lut ion 
including surveil lance of marine sources, 

i-lonitoring and surveillance of air quality,  
Maintenance of j o i n t  procedures f o r  action 
t o  control  -&nd prevent episo des of air 
pollution which m a y  be observed o r  predicted, 

and ? 

Regular exchange of air quality data and 

reports  of  progress of compliance with abate- 
ment schedules, special  problems and other  

7 

. .. 
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