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D e a r  M r  Sharp, 

The Columbia River Reference which t h e  Governments of t h e  
United S t a t e s  and Canada presented t o  t h i s  Commission 
under d a t e  of  March 9 ,  1 9 4 4 ,  requi red  ex tens ive  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and s t u d i e s  i n  order  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  f a c t s  
upon which conclusions and recommendations could be based. 
These inves t iga t ions  w e r e  undertaken a t  once and w e r e  

.pursued with vigour by t h e  Commission and by t h e  I n t e r -  
na t iona l  Columbia R i v e r  Engineering Board which it 
es t ab l i shed  i n  May of 1 9 4 4 .  As i t s  s t u d i e s  progressed, 
t h e  Board submitted a number of r e p o r t s ,  dea l ing  with 
var ious  a spec t s  of t h e  t o t a l  problem. These included, 
f o r  example, a "Preliminary Report on t h e  Water Resources 
of t h e  Columbia River Basin", a "Preliminary Report on 
A r r o w  Lakes Storage" and an "Interim Report on t h e  
Kootenay R i v e r " .  
t o  t h e  t w o  Governments from t i m e  t o  time during t h e  per iod 
1945 t o  1958, along wi th  the  Commission's comments where 
appropriate .  During t h i s  same period,  t h e  Commission also 
provided advice t o  t h e  Governments, a t  t h e i r  r eques t ,  on 
var ious development proposals  t h a t  had been advanced i n  
e i t h e r  country. 
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Copies of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  were provided 

A t  t h e  r eques t  of t h e  t w o  Governments e a r l y  i n  1959, t h e  
Commission gave urgent  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  formulat ion of 
p r i n c i p l e s  t o  be appl ied  i n  determining and apport ioning 
b e n e f i t s  from t h e  cooperat ive use of s to rage  of water 
and electrical  inter-connection wi th in  t h e  C o l u m b i a  River 
System. The Commission repor ted  i t s  recommendations 
regarding p r i n c i p l e s  t o  t h e  Governments i n  December of 1959, 

Meanwhile, i n  t h e  middle of 1959, the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Columbia 
R i v e r  Engineering Board's Report on t h e  Water Resources of 
t he  C o l u m b i a  R i v e r  Basin was submitted t o  the'Commission. 

I I , 

\ 

. i ,  
I .  L 

I '  
. .- . 
: . .. . .  . . . .  

b.. 2 

I 



2 October 15,  1968.  

This was a very comprehensive document, supported by s i x  
d e t a i l e d  Appendices. 
made ava i l ab le  t o  both Governments and t h e i r  o f f i c i a l s .  

The Board's r e p o r t  w a s  promptly 

With t h e  Engineering Board's Report and t h e  Commission's 
recommendations regarding p r i n c i p l e s  i n  t h e i r  possession, 
t h e  two Governments, i n  January 1 9 6 0 ,  commenced t h e  
negot ia t ions  which culminated i n  t h e  s ign ing  of t h e  Columbia 
River Treaty one year la ter .  

Since 1 9 6 1  t h e  Commission has no t  been a c t i v e l y  concerned 
o r  involved i n  matters r e l a t i n g  t o  development of t h e  

ces of t h e  Columbia River Basin, although 
1 boards of c o n t r o l  keep t h e  Commission 
a r d i n g . t h e  dams and o the  
t h e  Commission under Artic 

ndary.Waters Treaty of 

ing  t h e  cur ren  
s meeting i n  O t t a w a  on October 8 , .  

as no purpose t o  be se rv  
. Commission's f i , le on t h i s  inve 's t igat ion 9% an a c t i v e  

docket. ,  Accordingly, t h e  Commission decided t o  i n f  
Governments of Canada and t h e  United S t a t e s  t h a t  it 
c los ing  i t s  f i l e  on the Columbia R i v e r  Reference of March 9 ,  
1944 as a completed re ference .  

This  ac t ion ,  o f e o u r s e ,  does no t  a f f e c t  t h e  autho 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o i n t  Commission 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  and render  r e p o r t s  o r  dec is ions  on matters 
which t h e  Governments may refer t o  it i n  accordance w i t h  
, the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909 and Article X V I  of t he  
Columbia River .Tre of 1 9 6 1  

A s imi la r '  le t ter  i e ing  s e n t  t o  t 

Sect ion of t h e  Commission. . 

a r y  of State 
f t h e  United S t a t e s  by t h e  Secre ta ry  of the  United States 

Yours s ince re ly ,  

D.G. Chance, 
Secretary.  


