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Dear Mr. Clamen: 

I am transmitting to you herewith the request to the 
International Joint Commission, concerning environmental 
challenges of the 21st century, which was made in the 
context of the recent visit of the Prime Minister to 
Washington to meet with the President of the United States 
of America. 

The governments look forward to the Commission’s response. 

Yours sincerely, 

W David Preston 
Director 
U.S. Transboundary Division 



ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES OF THE 21ST CENTURY 

The Governments of the United States of America and Canada have agreed to 
request the advice of the International Joint Commission on how the Commission 
itself might best assist the Parties to meet the environmental challenges of the 21st 
century within the framework of their treaty responsibilities. 

The governments affirm that the International Joint Commission, under the Boundary 
Waters Treaty of 1909 and the Revised Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement of 
1978, and through its various Boards of Control and its Water and Air Quality 
Boards, has assisted the United States and Canada in establishing the best 
environmental relationship of any two countries in the world. 

The Governments of Canada and the United States of America reaffirm their 
commitment to the IJC and its important role in fostering cooperative action in support 
of the health and well-being of their citizens and the natural ecosystems along the 
border. The governments recognize that these ecosystems constitute an 
environmental and economic resource of tremendous value that must be conserved 
and protected into the next century and in perpetuity for the mutual benefit of present 
and future generations of both countries. 

The governments further recognize that the environmental challenges faced 
collectively by our peoples have grown in size and complexity, requiring strengthened 
collaborative action. 

With a view toward confronting these challenges, the Governments of the United 
States and Canada request the International Joint Commission, in consultation with 
government and others that the IJC deems appropriate, to examine its important 
mission in the light of relevant agreements and references, and to provide to the 
parties, within the next six months, proposals on how the Commission might best 
assist the parties to meet the environmental challenges of the 21st century within the 
framework of their treaty responsibilities. 



LZB D&PIB E~~IROIWIWBMTAUX DU XXI. BIBCLE 

Le gouverneraent des Etats-Unis d'Am8rique et celui du Canada ont 
convenu de demander h la Commission mixte internationale de 
quelle rpanike elle pourrait le mieux aider les Parties 8. relever 
les defis environnementaux du XXIe siacle dans le cadre des 
responsabilites que l e u  confare le traiti. 

u s  gouvernements affirment que la Commission mixte 
internationale, conform6ment au Trait6 des eaux limitrophes de 
1909 et h la R6vision de 1'Accord de 1978 relatif h la qualit6 de 
l'eau dans les Grands Lacs, et par le biais de ses divers 
conseils de reglementation et de ses conseils de la qualit6 de 
l'air et de l'eau, a aid6 les Etats-Unis et le Canada h nouer les 
meilleures relations bilatdrales d'ordre environnemental du monde 
entier. 

Les gouvernements du Canada et des hats-Unis d'Am(5rique 
r6iterent leur engagement face h la CMI et rappellent son r81e 
important dans la promotion d'actions coop6ratives visant la 
santd et le bien-&re de leurs populations et de leurs 
6cosystames naturels frontaliers. Les gouvernements reconnaissent 
que ces bcosysti3mes sont une ressource environnementale et 
dconomique extremement prdcieuse qui doit etre conserveSe et 
protegee, pendant le prochain siacle et les suivants, pour 
l'avantage mutuel des populations presentes et futures des deux 
pays. 

Les gouvernements reconnaissent en outre que, les problames 
environnementaux auxquels doivent faire face collectivement nos 
deux pays &ant toujours plus grands et plus complexes, leur 
risolution exige une collaboration encore plus poussde. 

Afin de s'attaquer h ces problames, les gouvernements des 
Etats-Unis dIAm6rique et du Canada prient la CMI, en consultation 
avec eux-m9mes et d'autres organes que la Commission jugera 
approprih d'inclure, dletudier son importante mission a la 
lumi&re des ententes et renvois pertinents, et de presenter aux 
Parties, d'ici h six mois, des propositions quant h la manii3re 
dont elle pourrait le mieux les aider h relever les d6fis 
environnementaux du XXIe siecle dans le cadre des responsabilit6s 
conf6r6es par le traiti?. 




