Alberta Vegetable Growers
(Processing)

5217 - 50 Avenue

Taber, Alberta T1G 1V4 Serving Growers of
Telephone (403) 223-4242 Vegetables for Processing
Fax (403) 223-3130

August 10, 2004

International Joint Commission - Canadian Section
234 Laurier Avenue West, 22nd Floor

OTTAWA, Ontario

K1P 6K6

Dear Sir/Madam:

A representative of the Alberta Vegetable Growers (Processing) attended the International
Joint Commission Public Consultation Session on the St. Mary and Milk Rivers held on
July 29 in Lethbridge. Our group did not make a written presentation at that meeting, and
now wishes to submit to the Commission the following information.

The value of a consistent water supply to the processing vegetable industry in southern
Alberta is invaluable. In 2004 there are more than 8,400 acres of sweet corn and peas
grown in southern Alberta by 42 growers. All of these acres are irrigated by pivot systems
which rely on a dependable water supply to ensure a consistent high quality product for the
producer, the processor and the consumer.

The Alberta Vegetable Growers (Processing) feels that there is no need or value in opening
up the Order and Treaty on the St. Mary and Milk Rivers. We feel that any change to the
Order could have serious economic consequences not only for the processing vegetable
industry, but for ail specialty crops grown in southern Alberta.

Yours truly,
Rob Oudman, Chair iJC / CMI OTTAWA
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