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CONTEXTUAL, TRANSGENERATIONAL, SOCIOLOGICAL
PERSPECTIVES ON THE MILK AND ST. MARY RIVERS' DIVISION
AND USES OF WATER IN RELATION TO THE NATURE AND ROLES
OF THE JOINT INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION

A SUMMARY STATEMENT PREPARED FOR THE LETHBRIDGE
HEARINGS OF THE COMMISSION, JULY 29, 2004, LETHBRIDGE
LODGE BY
B. Y. CARD
(B.Sc. B.Ed. U. of Alberta, Ph.D. Stanford, Emeritus, U. of A., 1979--Sociology of

Education, WW2
Lieutentant, Canadian Army, Special Services--Physicist, Chemical Warfare--Particulates
and Aerosols;

Border streams hydrometric surveys assistant to Engineer W.T.McFarlane, 1930s.)
OUTLINE: -

1.Basic introductions: for values, norms, roles-statuses, facilities plus paradigms (See
Seven Heuristic Figures attached)

2 Historical Contexts 1872-1909-1921

3. Historical, Transgenerational Contexts1914-1950--Experiential insights plus Thomas
Griffith Taylor, Geographer (Map attached, 1947-2045 A.D.)

4. Sociological Insights and Actions added in1950s continuing to 2004
5. Closing perspectives and challenges--Toward constructive situational intelligence

extending from our two rivers and the Commission in dynamic present and future
contexts.

(If possible, this summary will be reinforced by a table display of books and other items
in the Lodge's Aspen Hall.)
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he next time you're driving Highway 4 at Milk

; River, look to the west for a piece of Canadian
, history. = :
) Like a scar on the prairi aTe.
* than 20 kilometres of ditch which predates the
» of the province of Alberta.
+ It may not look like much, just a large ditch overgrown
- with grass, That shabby exterior belies its place in I%Sfc)ry.
. The aptly named Spite Ditch was constructed under
 orders of the Canadian Noith West Irrigation Co., run by
- the Galt family, to divert Milk River water north into the
- Saskatchewan River Basin. ‘ ‘ ‘

In the book Ten Years of Trek, Lethbridg
. teacher/historian Bruce Haig explains the ditch was

creation

Mary into the Milk River, to provide irrigation water to
 the eastern part of the state. When the U.S, refuse

. nt éﬂa d
agreement was signed in 1921, treating the St. Mary and
Milk rivers as one, and giving Americans and Canadijans a
right to a certain share of the flow. Now, Montanans are
lobbying for the treaty to be renegotiated to rectify what
it calls disproportionate allotments of water to the
Canadian side. >

. triumphs of Canadian hi
- forced its larger, ol
|t
. stood the test of time.

commission kicked off a series of i s on the
issue, “We just want our fair share. The U.S. cleatly was
outnegotiated in 1921. ..” The water hearings conclude in

As one state official said Monday as the joint
of gaur £ 5 on the

- Lethbridge tonight.

The story of the Spite Ditch may be one of the great
;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; : tory. A young upstart nation.

— a fair one att_l;até— ~

tiate a 2 Hg
“That the deal may need to be reassessed after allﬁz:s

. prompted by the U.S. government’s plans to divert the St. | | time, given unforeseen changes to climate, river flows,
" jrrigation demands, failing infrastructure on the U.S. side
; to divert its rightful amount of water and claims by

! natives to the water, doesn't nullify the significance of the
' ' deal or the role of the ditch in making it happen.

One wonders what happened to that Canadian spirit

which in the face of diversity built the Spite Ditch to force
diplomatic action from the Americans. In the face of the
. BSE crisis and a number of other trade disputes

including softwood lumber and Canadian grains,
perhaps Canada needs a modern version of the Spite
Ditch to force equity to U.S.-Canada relations.

And maybe if as many Canadians knew the story of the .
Spite Ditch as know the legend of the Avro Arrow, 2~
made-in-Canada project killed in an apparent act of
capitulation to American interests leaving generations to
wonder what might have been, we'd likely all be better for
it.
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govemm ; - ACanada western soft white spring wheat customer
e drilling in southea S ‘connection day will be held Thursday in Lethbrid
Ottawa for an ¢ vimnm;emal agsetslfmgrg. , The day will include A tverview of pricmg
An auction of drllling leases 2y lf I are awarded. . options, a presentation from a soft white spring wheat
began July 8 and will end Aug, 25 when lea ‘ customer, a market outlosk arid a tour of t‘he Lethbridge
Theleages are on B, S. border. B peg rch Stal
In 4 July 26 letter to ederal Enviwmzent and Foreign
Affairs departments, G dy Martz asked that the
auction be deferred un: vironmental assessment of
the situation can be perf d to the satisfaction of both
countries, - :
cancem is the ground-bre:
ischarge is likely to
menhtal baseline is establis :
snsive assessment is completed, ” Mia
She asked that the assessment be performed by
ew p anel mcludmg technical experts and resource : axtiﬁg At 90

buyer for Rogers Foods,
will tell how soft wheat fits in with his firm's flour milling
operations. '

e e

Same old; same old, exceeded the final returns fmm the sale of
The patential fate of the Canadxan Wheat heat and barley. .
Board is back ori the agenda at the World Trade ¢ years, the federal government picked -
Organization, which met last week in e slack rather than have the farmers make
Switzerland. : ’ a refund in what obviously was a bad dollar
- year. Notmally, the initial payment is basedon
70 per cent of expected annual
returns for each grade of the two
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PH: 403-329-1464

NB Associates International

CONSULTING SELLING EDUCATION

BRIGHAM CARD 2923 - 29 STREET SOUTH
NAOMI CARD LETHBRIDGE, AB, CANADA T1K 657

POTENTIAL HABITABILITY OF CANADA 2045 AD.

TOTAL POPULATION/EUROPEAN STANDARD OF LIVING 100,000,000

| / NORTH AMERICAN STANDARD OF LIVING 50,000,000
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ADAPTED FROM GRIFFITH TAYLOR - CANADA: METHUEN: FIRST EDITION: 1947
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SEVEN HEURISTIC FIGURES

- A CHALLENGE TO THINK
Dr. B.Y. Card pHpD

Life

Duration
IN
SPACE

Intelligence(s) Matter/Enerqy

FIGURE 1. PRE-LIFE SPACE OF A LIVING COMPARATIVE,
REFLEXIVE, TRANSFORMING
(Read from bottom to top)
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Knowledge Dimensions/Approaches/Outcomes

Moral /.Generic Religious Dimensions

Order/Predictability Exchanges/ Contests  Creativity
Existential Strategies

T

Life

FIGURE 2. MULTI-DIMENSIONAL FOUNDATIONS FOR A LIVING,
COMPARATIVE, REFLEXIVE, TRANSFORMING

(Read from bottom to top)
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CROSS - SOC!ETA_L Dimensions
Canadian Provinces/Territories
Western {ndustrial Nations

Eastern and Oriental Industrial Nations

Third World Countries
' Others

FIGURE 4. TIMES (MONO- AND POLYCHRONOUS)AND SOCIETIES
AS HEURISTIC DIMENSIONS IN A LIVING,
COMPARATIVE, REFLEXIVE, TRANSFORMING




socio - cultural

Contextual
Variables

Process and
. Interaction
Variables

Structural

Variables

Extra - orbital
Space Organization

Orbital Space
Organization

Supranational/
International eg. unesco

Internation Region
(eg. European tconomic Community!

Nation - State

Intranation
Region

Province/State/ -
Academie/Prefect

City and Metropolitan
area

Neighborhoods of
Cities

Organizational / Territorial Dimensions

Local, rural
Community or town

Purpose
organizations

Families

Primary Groups

The learning person

Time

y FIGURE 5. SUGGESTED ORGANIZATIONAL/ TERRITORIAL

LEVELS/DIMENSIONS OF A LIVING, COMPARATIVE,
REFLEXIVE. TRANSFORMING




socio - cultural

[Events]

Structural plus

Contextual Variables Process and

Variables Interaction
Variables

Extra - orbital
Space Organization

Orbital Space
Organization

Supranational/
international eg. unesco

RELATIONSHIPS

CYBERSPACE

Internation Region
(eq. European tconomic Conmunity!

Publics /.

Dying
Undying

Nation - State

Intranation
Region

Maturing

Province/State/
Academie/Prefect

City and Metropolitan
area

-

Neighborhoods of
Cities

Aging
Organizational / Territorial Dimensions

Conceiving
Birthing

Local, rural
Community or town

Purpose
organizations

Families

Primary Groups

Culture groups / Tribes /nations / Status Groups / Classes

Life Cycle/ Course -

Casual groups / Crowds / Communication Groups /

The learning person

Time
Y

FIGURE 6. THE SOCIAL/ OGHHCEHZHm§OHHOZ>P\m<mZH/
FIELD OF A LIVING, COMPARATIVE, REFLEXIVE,
TRANSFORMING
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CROSS - SOCIETAL Dimensions
Canadian Provinces/Territories
Western Industrial Nations

Third World Countries
Others

: Languages
Technologies

]
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Example. Humble service in the midst of the world

Moral/Generic Religious Dimensions

FIGURE 7 ( REVIEW) KNOWLEDGES FOR A LIVING, COMPARATIVE, REFLEXIVE,

TRANSFORMING
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Book Reviews/Comptes rendus

TATAIAKE ALFRED, Peace, Power, Righteousness: An Indigenous
Manifesto. Don Mills, Ontario: Oxford University Press, 1999,

As the British Columbia Treaty Process is now well under way (51 First
Nations are currently engaged in one stage of treaty negotiations), those
attuned to the mainstream media are likely familiar with some of the
arguments put forth by supporters and detractors of the process. The pro-
ponents include those directly involved in negotiations, namely both gov-
ernment and band representatives. Typically, these individuals trumpet
the benefits of increased “certainty” (in terms of economics and owner-
ship) for the province and gains in sovereignty and money/resources for
First Nations. However, media coverage has been given only to a limited
range of arguments condemning the process. Specifically, news followers
in British Columbia have only heard the ahistorical, populist, and often-
times racist criticisms issued by the likes of (provincial opposition leader)
Gordon Campbell, Melvin Smith and various members of the Reform
Party. Given this selective coverage, many would be surprised to discov-
er that opposition to the treaty process exists within First Nations com-
munities. While the aforementioned subscribe to the “white founding
myth” (Tennant, 1990) that settlers discovered in westernmost Canada a
wild hinterland populated only by savages, indigenous persons opposed
to the treaty process debate the need for First Nations to negotiate with
an occupier state that defines the process according to its own terms and
cultural traditions.

"Although his subject matter stretches well beyond the limits of the
treaty debate, Taiaiake Alfred, in Peace, Power, Righteousness: An
Indigenous Manifesto, offers a powerful voice of native opposition to the
treaty process. According to Alfred, there is much in the.treaties offered
by the British Columbian and Canadian governments of which indige-
nous persons should be wary. First and foremost, he argues, the modern
treaties are nothing more than “an advanced form of control, manipula-
tion, and assimilation” (119). That is, they are based upon the faulty pre-
supposition that Canada possesses lands that were never surrendered to
it by indigenous persons. This suggestion, contends Alfred, merely rein-
forces the racist rationalization used by earlier generations to dispossess
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aboriginal peoples of their lands, assuming they were too uncivilized and
“no better that the beasts of the field” (Premier Smithe quoted in
P. Tennant’s Aboriginal Peoples and Politics: The Indian Land Question
in British Columbia, 1849-1889, 1990: 58). Furthermore, Alfred claims
that the bottom-line position set forth by the Canadian government for
treaty negotiations clearly demonstrates their disingenuousness. To put
/31t simply; the government has placed economic certainty above the goal
"~ of achieving rightful resolutions to past injustices (124-25).
Perceptively, Alfred also questions the intentions of the Canadian
government in their sudden turnaround and willingness to negotiate
treaties. For him, this change is not likely the result of an epiphany of
justice on the part of government leaders or a result of pressures placed
upon the governments by the courts. Rather it is an effect of treaties
being expedient to the interests of government, He suggests that the gov-
ernment is “letting go of the costly and cumbersome minor features of the
colonial relationship and further entrenching in law and practice the real
basis of control” (xiii). Alfred’s insight highlights the neoljberal operation
of the modern state in the global economy. He might have done well to
add that sovereignty no longer presents the threat to business that it
once did, since the creation of weaker substates within a larger state in
no way impedes the flow of international capital. Instead, the localization
Tesults from SErURgISs for con ise of forr

that r es for sovereignty offers the promise of forming

smaller, weaker states that can effectively police loc [populations and
guarantee order, yet which are less able to resist the demands of interna-
tional capital and therefore less likely to threaten the conduct of business
(see Bauman, Globalization: The Human Consequences, 1998: 68).

But Alfred has other concerns with the quest for sovereignty. For
him, this term is not synonymous with “nationhood,” a term of greater
import to indigenous communities because it better reflects their need for
a self-determination that allows them to chart their own course in a man-
ner unique to their principles and cultural beliefs. In_contrast, sover-
eignty is a borrowed concept, the acceptance of which impljes a legitima-
tion of Western concepts of “power” and the “state” (56). Native self-gov-
ernment, in this mo ication of white government.
That is, it would consist of a system in which some indigenous persons
wield power over others in a manner consistent with the way whites have

traditionally wielded power over “Indians.” This political mimjcry strays
from tréditidnm%ﬁs‘philosophies and values, according to Alfred,
which in times past guided leaders to work to create harmony amongst
community members and their surroundings rather than using coercive
power to impose order on the people.

Alfred admoni@%ﬂ]&who have allowed themselves to

be co-opted by the government for placing their own self-interests ahead

of the traditional teachings and for forgetting the legitimacy and right-

eoysness of aboriginal nationhood. They have become focussed solely on
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isition and maintenance of power, forgetting that “[(?]ne of the
ii:'tllfldazfxtxlxl;ltfitatilocharacteris'cics in the traditional culture of native leader-
ship is the demand for mutual respect between leaders. and the co ml;;
hit;z‘.’ (91). This means placing the rest of the community befox;: oneshe
and being accountable and responsible to tm?se whom one has Hggnic,. o-
seni_to Jead. One could aptly describe Alfreds sense”of leadersf 11()1 uzr;g)
the Gramscian concept of the “organic intellectual”; wha_t Al re ( 13
envisions are native intellectuals who are firmly rooted in thehlr tra a;-
tional cultures and capable of communicating and preserving these val-
i i ise.
he intends to achieve more than just a critique of t.rv.aaty
makir?;(::ﬁisio-opted native leaders, this connectit?n to cultural ;radxtt;t_xs
is really the crux of the matter for Alfred. These issues are_ad rssfse l11n
a broader framework, a framework that can serv’e asa mamfest.o_ orlt. e
future. Alfred beckons indigenous people, “{dlon’t preserve tra.idltlon, ive
it!” (145). For him, indigenous traditions are pot merely artxf?cts spgni
“soring remembrance of cultures past; thfey are }nstggi a store of essen fé?
and vi achings that are timeless in tl.lexr relevance._Alfred fie_ a}]’
pizﬁ:_::f:?lt—stgm'ifions in conversation with issues confronting aborigin
peoples (as well as with the thought of European scholars such la;s
Foucault). Never are the teachings to be taken as ‘d.ogma_ thai; cax;) e
thoughtlessly called upon to guide cultur : ists in their
actions. Rather, the teachings TeQuMJhMm@Pl&Pérﬁlgpﬂe in
them and think about them in order to discern what they have to say

bout contemporary problems. ’
oo This is o}rzle mhe most valuable aspects of Alfred’s book. Instead of

citing Marx or Weber, or any other mex:qbgr of the Vye_stern acafie'mlclz
canon, he turns to the font of wisdom residing in traditional aborigina

teachings, Fe uses the knowledge passed down from elders as the. ba}?s
on which to build necessary and challenging arguments. ThlS' Salfi, ﬁs
dismissal of treaty negotiations tends to }}ypostatlze the potential pxtfﬁ s
of assimilation and co-option into seemingly necessary outf:orxlles, ‘:1 \g\s
ignoring that treaty making may be a pragmatic act of surviva use Thy
a First Nation as a steppimaﬁgr_g;}gr self-determination. The
extent to which a particular First Nation becomes co-opted and assu:l};
lated through the process depends to some extent upon the agreement i

reachés with the government negotiators. ane_theless, despite this over-
statement, Alfred contributes a welcome voice in a debate that too often

disregards native arguments against the treaty process.

ues

Andrew Woolford University of British Columbia



