
INTERNATIONAL  JOINT COMMISSION 
UNITED STATES AND  CANADA 

D E N N I S  L. SCHORNACK 
CHAIRMAN, U.S. SECTION 

The Honorable Colin Powell 
Secretary of  State 
US.  Department of  State 
Washington, DC 20520 

Dear Secretary Powell: 
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As you are aware, the Commission has been considering the letters of the Governor of 
Montana requesting the Commission to review its 192 1 Order with respect to apportionment of  the 
St. Mary and Milk Rivers that was issued pursuant to the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909. The 
Commission has also received correspondence regarding this matter from the Provinces of Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. 

This correspondence and other information raise several issues regarding water use and 
apportionment and planned water projects in the St. Mary and Milk River basins. In order to gather 
additional information regarding this situation and to help the Commission decide how best to 
proceed on all of the matters that have been raised in light of its responsibilities under the Treaty, the 
Commission has decided to hold a series of public consultations in the area during  the coming 
summer. 

While details of these consultations are not yet available, the Commission wants you to  be 
aware of how it intends to proceed. Additional information on the timing, locations and format of 
these consultations will be provided in due course. 

The Commission will also be keeping the Governor of Montana, the provinces of 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, and the government of Canada informed regarding its  plans for 
addressing issues related to the apportionment of the St. Mary and Milk Rivers. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis L. Schornack 

Cc: Terry Breese, Director, Office of Canadian Affairs, US .  Department of State 
The Rt. Hon. Herb Gray, P.C., C.C., Q.C., Chair, Canadian Section, IJC 
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